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patients with aggressive non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) has been investigated for many years. In this study, the impact of clinical factors on survival in a large cohort of patients receiving anthracycline-based chemotherapy in three Nordic countries was assessed. Three hundred sixty-three patients diagnosed with aggressive NHL during 1987-2001 were included in the study. Patients were treated
with an anthracycline-containing regimen consisting of vincristine, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, prednisone (VACOP-Bleo) or cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, vincristine, prednisone, and etoposide (CHOEP-Bleo). Overall survival (OS) and progression-free survival (PFS) were calculated by the Kaplan-Meier method. Cox regression analysis was used to assess the independent impact of various

factors on OS and PFS. The median follow-up was 4.9 years. The 5-year OS and PFS rates were 57.1% and 52.8%, respectively. Eighty-four percent of the patients were aged or =2 was reported in 51%, elevated serum lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) level in 66%, stage IV in 74%, and B-cell in 84%. None of the clinical features, except for stage, were significantly correlated with either OS or PFS. The
incidence of relapse and death from non-lymphoma causes was 24% and 7%, respectively. The high incidence of non-lymphoma deaths 82157476af
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